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m»,- namé 15 Kian Forreal and | arginally come from
Canada. If | think back o whan tatioos siared affecting
my life it would bs il the way back to when | was
7 or B, Ax a child my father had some tatloos and
they hypnotized me, | would draw faka ones on my
friends with markers and make translers wilth wax
paper and painl, Meadlass 1o aay | was nol popular
wilh nesighbourhood parants. As the years wofe on
| xparimanted with various ferms of homemade
equipment and hand poking Tha first tattoa | aver
did on someone alse was a hindu swastika on a friend
ol mine with & sawing neadie, thread and India ink
| was 156, The same year | got my first real tatloo al
o parlaur, @ skull with Mohawk, | was sald on tattooing
and | could nol be mora punk rock, | still have the
inlioo. Afisr thal | ¢reated a homemade (stioo
maching and starting making rough designs an my
friends.| soon realized that this was nol the way to
ga. | put the maching down for a few years and when
the chancs finally arose to do it right | jumped milo
latlaolng with boih feal forward, professionally. |
initooed all ever Canada for my firs! T ysars in the
irade. | spani mos! ol the firsl 4 years at Way Cool
Tattoos in Toronto working for Crazy Ace al a Nlash
stidlo honing my technical skils snd learming the

tns and outs of the trade from him. || was & valunble

expetiance but | am vary glad it is over. After that

| fravelled my country working with various olher
talantad artists Bul | never lound my niche so | kapl
moving. | eventually decided lo axplare the lattos

culture in Europe as | was gotting stuck in a rul in
Canada snd was hungry for something more, | found
home in Barcalona, Spain, working for Voodoo

Tattoo and worked there for m year and a hall before
heading (o Ibiza lo work the summer season for

Moo ml NAXA, That summar | met someona that

would changa my entire approach to (atiooing and
in turn change my life. | worksd in old lown IBlZa

ot a small shop called Inkadalic for two woeks wilh
an artisl called Nell Ahern, We spent o lot of Hime

lalking about tha philosophy behind latlooing, the

eorracl way 10 make nesdlss, whal tatloos 1o do
and not to do eatc, he opaned my ayes (o a lof of
things | hiad nol praviously thought of, This pul me
on [he path that | am stll on, conslanl areative
struggle, technical persaverance, rasearching Into
the arl | am involved wiih instead of just copying.
proper use of subject matter and composition

cullural respect in regards to using lradilianal
malifs. It was a far deeper laks on (he trade than |
had evar encounisred bafora, this s what | was
ipoking for! | hava much to thank Rim for
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slimeo then | have besn on the road all ovar tha
il
wistld, | spent ihroe months exploring Thalland

and taditional hand Istioos by monks, al which |
am Iha lucky to possess one. | spenl the following
sumimiar of 2003 snd serly 2004 complataly on the
rand working In England, Denmark, Norway, Haly,
Barcelons, Spain, Canads, and a stop in Thailand
gnce again for o one-month beachside tattooing
segsion for spacial peaple. For me, the road is the
iltimate learning vehicls for fnlioging, Bs you must
femain humbla and make many compromises yal
come into conlact wilh so many greal opportunibies,
maal many greal people and artisle and hava the
chance (o sxperience & massive varlety of artistic
alyles and influences. I've had the pleasure of
working with some very talanted artists and as the
progression of my work has coma along | see who
has halped me with the |ssues | was having. For
example, going to Thalland and working with a
Maorl artist really pushed me forward in this
dirpction and now | have a much batter understanding
of how the traditional Maori style is compossd and
IFi wirbois rismnbngs Snd proger aristic pronuncialion
of thaso components. This s obviously & louchy
subjeci with soma paoplo that believe that anly
Tribal pooples are capables of, and hava tha rights
o syaculs ihese iraditional talloos, my axparisncs
leads me to balisve (hal they &re going 1o gat dena,
in mosl avery studio worldwide, regardiess, because
of their innals sesthatic appaal and the feeling
thay project, | wanl to make sure That what | am
daing |8 respaciiul, powarful and correct (o the
best of my ability and understanding. It's tha same
wilh Japanesa tattoaing. having knowledge of the
bagslc compositian and whal symbols ara meant o
ba wilh aach othar, i1's a language thal must be
yndarstood by the arlisi balore making a {atloo
an that it con be ‘read”’ properly alterwerds, olharswise
it is meaningleas. For ma thare is only one thing
in lifa at the momaent and hat m becoming & balter
inttoo artisl, forsver laaiming and Asking quastions
and finding my own answers. Tallooing 8 maghc
and powar and to tréat it any less than this is
disrespeciful 1o its history and fo s sirengih, it
{g &0 much more than protty colours and making
monay. | make no judgemants on my fellow artists
and thelr ways yet | do nol comproimiss my own
ol of ideals: wa all have our thoughls and idoos
s to what tattosing |z and these arm mine. Gamatight
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m‘.r wabsile is Lcom whare (harg
are gpme latlos pholos, ravel updalas and various
ideas on (he stute of tattoping. | am usually on the
romd, howavar | am still based oul of Barcelona,
Spaln where | can be contacted bast by email al

. Thin yesr 2004-2008 will
ped ma (n Denmark, Barcelona, Spain. Takwan, and
hapafully Thailand for more beach work. It you arg
interested in contacting me aboul work in your
country or overseas or just io share idens plesse
fesl lrea ma | &njoy tha correspondance. Soe ya
round, Kian
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